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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the Amendment filed on May 29, 2001 , which 
paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-60 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tilfors et al (hereinafter Tilfors), U.S. Patent No. 6,377,940, in view of Minton, U.S. 
Patent No. 6,014,643. 

Regarding to claim 1 , Tilfors discloses a method for facilitating a transaction, 
comprising: 

receiving an indication that the user desires to accept the offer unless a better 
offer is available, and accept the better offer when the better offer is available, the better 
offer being similar with regard to at least one parameter, and more optimal with regard 
to at least one other parameter, than the offer and other available offers (column 3, lines 
1 7-30, the customer enters his order to the automated exchange to accept the offer, 
when the other exchange offering the better price, the order is automatically transferred 
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to the other exchange, the order then is processed further at that exchange, the better 
offer has the better price). 

Tilfors does not disclose receiving information describing an offer presented 
to a user. However, Minton discloses receiving information describing an offer 
presented to a user (see figure 5 and column 10, lines 15-55, window 512 contains a list 
of the securities in the market specified by the user, from this window, the user can 
select a given security for placing an order). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Tilfors's to 
incorporate feature above for the purpose of providing more convenient and easy for the 
user in selecting a security in order to place an order. 

Regarding to claim 2, Tilfors further discloses providing the offer information for 
delivery to a system having access to information describing the other available offers, 
being adapted to compare the offer information with the available offer information to 
determine whether the better offer is available, being adapted to provide information 
related to the determination, and being adapted to accept the better offer on behalf of 
the user when the better offer is available; and receiving the determination information 
and providing the determination information for delivery to an interested party; wherein 
when the better offer is not available, the determination information comprises an 
indication that the better offer is not available; and wherein when the better offer is 
available, the determination information comprises at least one of an indication that the 
better offer available, a description of the better offer, and an indication that the better 
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offer has been accepted by the system (column 1 , line 50-column 2, line 20; column 2, 
lines 40-column 3, line 30). 

Regarding to claim 3, Tilfors further discloses the system is further adapted to 
accept the offer on behalf of the user unless the better offer is available; and when the 
better offer is not available, the determination information further comprises an 
indication that the offer has been accepted by the system, (column 1 , line 50-column 2, 
line 10). 

Regarding to claim 4, Tilfors further discloses wherein the one parameter is a 
product identity and the other parameter is a consideration amount to be paid in 
exchange for the product (column 1 , lines 30-40, the better offer has the same financial 
instrument but and a better price). 

Regarding to claim 5, Tilfors further discloses wherein the interested party is 
selected from the group consisting of the user, an offeror of the offer, and an offeror of 
the better offer (column 2, lines 45-55, buyer submit buying order, seller submit selling 
order). 

Regarding to claims 6-7, Minton further receiving the order information and 
receiving the indication are as a result of a singular action by the user, wherein the 
action is selected from the group consisting of clicking a button, generating a sound, 
pressing a keyboard key, selecting using a remote control, selecting using a pointing 
device, and selecting a Web page object, (see figure 5 and column 10, lines 15-55, 
window 512 contains a list of the securities in the market specified by the user, from this 
window, the user can select a given security for placing an order). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Tilfors's to incorporate feature above for the purpose of providing more 
convenient and easy for the user in selecting a security in order to place an order. 

Claims 8-60 contain similar limitations found in claims 1-7 above, therefore, are 
rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

5. Claims 1-60 are rejected. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 
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(571 ) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox Building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 

Nga B. Nguyen 
December 1 ,2005 



